DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE
BLACKOUT POETRY
The Declaration of Independence is a democratic founding document; while the final
draft is now printed on pieces of parchment protected behind glass in our museums,
the document was written through a collaborative process of drafts, debate, and
compromise. While it was a radical and revolutionary document, some question
whether the Declaration—and the committee who wrote it—is still representative
of our country and our values. Some question what those values even are.

We invite you to explore the Declaration of Independence from your own
perspective, through a blackout poetry exercise.
1. Print the excerpt of the Declaration of Independence on the next page (or use the full text of the 		
Declaration). You can also use a PDF editor on a tablet, phone, or computer. If working on
paper, you’ll need a pencil and a black marker.
2. Before reading, scan the page and circle words that stand out to you.
3. Read the page in full and circle the words that stand out to you.
4. Write out the words you circled on a separate piece of paper.
5. Piece the words together (keep them in order) to create lines of a poem. You can go back to the
text to find more words, take away words you originally chose, or eliminate parts of words.
6. Go back to your Declaration text, and circle only the words you chose for your poem (erase all
others).
7. Add an illustration or design to the page that connects to the poem you’ve created, or simply black
out all text except for the words you circled.
If you’d like to share the piece you’ve created, share it with us on social media @AmericanRep
To see examples of blackout poems, check out Newspaper Blackout by artist Austin Kleon,
or some information on the History of Blackout Poetry.

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776
THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness,--That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed,—That whenever any
Form of Government becomes destructive to these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE BLACKOUT POETRY

@AMERICANREP

